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Fob the information of 8Ech as had no per- 
mal knowledge of the Bubject of the following 
perfect sketchy it may be proper to remark, 
that there was much in her natural character to 
render that patient acquiescence in the Lord's 
ill, which tlie latter partof her illness displayed, 
liliarlj difficult, and to make the triumph of 
ivinfi grace moat striking. She poss^essed an 
ftrigtnal and vigorous mind, combined with a 
very lively and playful imagination, and cKtreme 
buoyancy of spirits* These rendered her the 
arm of the social circle, and she had juat at- 
ined an nge when such advantages are felt in 
eir full force. Life, — in the dreams of her 
lent fancy, — was decked with every charm, 
at the period when the hand of disease 
ested her, she had nearly completed her 
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twentj-firgt jear^ ami looked brightly forwari 
to a lengthened term of eartbly enjoy monts 
She had known little of the chastening hand of 
affliction, and her will, naturally strongs had 
been but imperfectly Bubjeeted* About four 
years before her decease, she had an alarming 
attack of illness, which for some time threatened 
her life; and when stretched on the bed of sick- 
nessj she became the subject of strong convic- 
tions. Her sins were set in order before her, 
and she was roused to a sense of the danger of 
her unregenerate state* Thus convicted and 
brought to repentance, she was enabled to find 
reconciliation with God, through our Lord Jesum 
Christ. A blessed calm succeeded, and for some 
months subsequently, she steadfastly pursued a . 
religious course; but as health and spirits re^ 
turned, she gradually declined ; the world and^ 
its templations,— acting with peculiar force oa^ 
a lively and interesting girl of seventeen,^ — drei^ 
her mind from higher objects; and though from 
time to time a sense of the power and obligations 
of religion was evidently feltj the general tenor 
of her daily course was not such as to leave the 
minds of those most deeply interested in her 
welfare at ease respecting her* She was far too_ 
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noble-ituiided to ^eet what sbe did not reallj 

I; aod for several Tears, she remained ap- 

reotlj baltiog betweeo two opioioiiB} — al sea- 

eonB softened and cootrited, remembering her 

fortner vtsitationB, — ^but more freqnentlj fieeking 

enjoyment from the unsatigfjing trifles of Me^ 

and aUKiouB rather for the gratification of self^ 

than to be found striving to know and to do the 

Lord's w jl L Promiscuous rea<ling, and etpecially 

that of an imaginative character, was at this time 

great snare to hen Bitterly did sbe afterwards 

ment the precious hours tbns wasted, and it was 

riking to observe bow sedulously she avoided 

batever was calculated to revive her interest 

siibjectfet of this nature. One day, in the 

rly part of her illness, a friend sent her a 

^luine of poems of the class sbe had most de- 

hted in : she requested it might be returned, 

iib tho assurance that she then regarded such 

as a most unprofitable employment of 

time, even in health, but that in her circumstan- 

, she should feel the perusal of them highly 

>[e. 
It is, perhaps^ necessary to remark^ that the 
llowing very imperfect account of her last 
id waa penned for the satisfaction of some 
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absent member& of her family, — several of whom 
were far distant at the time of its occurrence. 
A more extensive circulation Is now given to it, 
in the fervent hope that it may be made instru- 
mental in leading some, — and especially those 
of her own a gej— wisely to consider their doinga 
in time of health, and to presa after a conformity 
of heart and conduct to the will of Him, whom 
they will find to be the only availing Comforter _ 
when stretched upon a bed of sickness, that they M 
may thus happily spare themselves that season 
of distress and anguish of soul which she under- 
went, through a consciousness of disobedience, 
and unfaithfulness to the light received, Tom 
her, indeed, through the aboundinga of a Sa- 
viour* s compassion, a place of repentance was 
mercifully granted, after a long night of conflict^-fl 
— but let us not forget, that the opporttmity 
of seeking reconciliation with God, which her 
lengthened illness presented, may not be afforded 
to tia; and let ns call to mind, with application 
to ourselves individually, the emphatic declara- 
tion of the Apostle : " Behold, now is the accepted 
time, — behold, now is the day of salvation." 



S. W, 



Hioth monlb. 1540. 




TUE LAST DAYS 



JANE WHEELER. 



^^ It was on one of the closing days of the year 
^H636, that our dear Jane took the cold which 
^Brought on consumption, and terminated in her 
PKeceaae on the 15th of the 7th month following. 
For some weeks little alarm was felt; but the 
I cough continuing violent, accompanied by night 
^perspirations, and severe chills in the early part 
^Ht each day, some of us began to feel very anx- 
^^■tt^ respecting her. Dr. H., however, thought 
^^^5 fears grotindless; and it was not till the 16th 
of the 3rd months that he manifested any ap- 
prehensions respecting the serious nature of her 
disorder. Her appearance on that day shocked 
him a good deal, and he urged her immediate 
removal to town, (Petersburgh,) in order that he 
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iDight be able to see her daily* The next day 
she was conveyed thither, and he immediately 
began to take active measures for her relief. 
These J however, produced little alleviation of 
her symptoms, and it was concluded, in a few 
daySj to consult Dr. R» It was not, I believe, 
till the lOfch of the 5th month, that she made 
any allusion to the state of her feelings, and the 
formidable nature of her disorder. For some 
days her spirits bad been in a state of extreme 
depression j which had been very much aggravated 
by a mistimed remonstrance on the subject. 
The morning after this, I found her weeping 
bitterly, when for the first time she referred to 
her critical situation. "How can I/' said she, 
"keep up my spirits, when I see my danger, 
and all looks dark before me ?" I tried to com- 
fort her, by reminding her that there was One 
who would never forsake her, and whose good- 
ness she had known in times past. **Ah!** said 
she, "but he hides his face." I told her I had 
often feared, that in health her obedience had 
not kept pace with her knowledge; bat that she 
had acted in many things contrary to what she 
knew to be right; and thi§ might be one cause 
of her present distress. To this, she fully as- 
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Bf^nted. I encouraged her to seek the Lord, 
reminding her that his enr was not heavy that 
it eould not hear, nor his arm shortened that it 
eould not sare, &c. 

On the evening of the next day, she told me, 
quite unsolicited on ray part, that she felt much 
bi^ppier than she had done,, and she could then 
flAj, that she would not change her present situa- 
on to go hack to the state she was in before 
er illness commenced, even if she might, and 
that what she most desired was patience to hear 
her sufferings; "but, she added, "this is so diffi- 
cult for wf^/' I assured her, that this would not 
withheld, if sought for from the only Fountain 
of grace and strength. I bad before observed 
a groat cbange in her in this respect, and one 
for which I felt very thankful ; and these remarks 
iervod to confirm my confidence in the source 
whence this change had originated. Though 
he had not much positive pain, she had a great 
deal to contend with that was very trying to her, 
-The fever alone made her often feel much op- 
ressed; and the difficulty of breathing towards 
the ovening of each day was very painful, in 
dition to the harassing cough at night. 
5th mo, 14tb* During the past week, dear 
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Jane has obviouslj lost ground; her strength has 
failed a good deal, and she has scarcely any 
appetite ; and during the evening of each day, 
she ia troubled with distresaing sickness, in ad- 
dition to her other trials. But even the sight of 
her sufferings, and the dread of losing her, are 
almost compensated by the very striking change 
in the state of her mind, which is such as the 
Lord alone could have effected* Two days ago 
^Bhe was much overcome, and at last told me, 
with many tears, that she believed she should 
not recover. She said she might be mistaken; 
but the impression was strong on her mind. ''I 
feel myself,*' said she, "a dying girl; but I feel 
no alarm, for I believe there is mercy in store 
for me," She spoke of her own wanderings, 
and most sweetly of the mercy that had followed 
her, saying ; '* I never could be so thoughtless aa 
others were, even in my most thoughtless days, 
I felt myself as it w ere, followed — sought out ; 
and even then I often prayed that I might be 
made meet for heaven, through whatever suffer- 
ing this might he/' Thia statement affected 
me deeply ; but it seemed like the removing of » 
w\ill of partition to herself; and her cheerful, 
relieved manner afterwards, was quite striking. 




She has since spoken aeveral times of the exer- 
cises of raiod through which she has been led, 
ftud of the peaceful calm that is now vouchsafed 
ker. She says there is nothing she regrets to 
leave but her family j aud that she hopes we shall 
fioon be reunited in a better world, — referring* 
with much feeling, to the blessed assurance 
granted us of the eternal felicity of those al- 
ready taken* Perhaps the most striking change 
die displays, is in the patience with which she 

k bears her numerous burdens, so that from being 
hiDOst irritable charge j she is now^ comparatively 
mm of the most docile and eJiduring. Indeed, 
her whole tone and manner are changed, so that 
D, noticed it at once when last with us, without 
any information on the subject. Surely it be- 
hooves us to say, and I believe I can say it from 
^hhe heart, ^* Bless the Lord, my soul, and all 
^nthat is within me, bless his holy name." 

16th. Dear Jane has passed a suffering day 
from high fever and oppression* After dinner 
I she seemed much discouraged, and said she did 
' not feel that support she often experienced, and 
that without it, increased illneis was hard to 
bear. She then spoke of her situation and 
prospects, and the calmaess she felt in looking 
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to the future* ^'Mme,*' eaid she, **is a happj 
lot, but for the pain of parting with you, and it 
will not be for long, I do not feel exactly pre- 
pared to die, but I have faith that I shall be 
prepared before I am taken. She then spoke 
of the projected voyage to England, and said how 
much more satisfactory it would be to her, to be 
taken home* and die quietly, rather than to be 
exposed to all the fatigue and unscttlement of 
such an undertaking. I told her, that should be 
left entirely to her choice* "I thought/' &aid 
she, "the last time I visited mother^s grave, 
perhaps^ I too should some time lie there; — 
but I little knew what was before me/' After 
this conversation she seemed much relieved, 
though she looked excited, and her dieeka 
glowed with a beautiful bloom that it always 
shocks me to see, — though her bright and beam- 
ing face looks peculiarly lovely at such moments, 
- — especially with the softened expression it now 
wears. She often speaks of dear William with 
unwonted affect ion^ and makes it difficult to me 
to retaip my composure^ by her touching refer- 



* ShoosliiLiTy, several milei fVom Peteraburgli, the residence 
of her fdthef, who wag tb«n engnged in a roligiaag via it to Aub^ 
trallOj tiDd &^me of the islaodfl of the Puciic. 






ences to many thinga that characterized hi!i]. 
She doos thig with entire calmness; feelings I 
pp^ehend^ the very short gpace of time that 
emabs to separate them; but her irords go 
borne to my heart, with a poignancy of which 
she seems quite nn con scions. She evidently 
apeak a and feels like one who has done with the 
world and alt it contains; and to see one so 
yaung and buoyant, and whose prospects a few 
Oftonths ago were so bright and cloudless, look 
b&ck upon the scene she is quitting without a 
pang, is most striking, and clearly evinces by 
whoBe hand she is supported. It invests her 
with a kind of super natural dignity, which I 
eonld hardly have imagined before; and at those 
B0ft6ons, when nature's feelings are hushed, I 
eoi| template her present state with intense 
itittrest. Surely, I could not have a more 
powerful display of the omnipotence of Divine 
grace, than she now exhibits. Yet is she most 
unaffectedly humble^ speaking of herself as a 
wanderer and a backslider, and unworthy of the 
least of all the mercies she enjoys. 

17th. Dear Jane has been out in the fresh air 
for a quarter of an hour this afternoon, — ^tho first 
t eince her illness became %o serious. It wae 



beautifully fine and still ; but the effort of cross- 
ing two rooTTJS, and her extreme debility, pre- 
vented her enjoying it; and it was with a feeling 
of great reluctance that she was induced to make 
this attempt. She says she dreads the bustle of 
preparation for daily airings exceedingly, lest it 
should draw^ away her mind from its true centre, 
and lead her thoughts to wander^ — expressing a 
dread lest she should be unprepared when the 
awful moment comes- Still, although much de- 
pressed^ she holds fast her confidence. She said 
this afternoon, in the midst of her tears, ^^I have 
no wish to recover; I feel as if it were engraven 
on me, * Taken from the evil to come/ Even the 
thoughts of leaving you, though very bitter^ do 
not make me regret/' Whilst she was engaged 
in remarks of this kind, one of our friends brought 
her a beautiful rose-bush in full bloom : she looked 
at it for a moment with pleasure, and then burst 
into tears: "It rouses bitter thoughts,** said she, 
"that bad better not be awakened/' presently 
adding; " How soon it will fade/* It is striking 
to observe how carefully she avoids all subjects 
calculated to interest her thoughts in the com- 
mon concerns of life. Poor girl ! she seems to 
feel that she has neither part nor lot in the things 
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of earth, nml she is anxionB to avoid everything 

calculated to recall pairiftil, or affecting re col lee- 

tioii8 of its carea or pleaeiirea. When feeling 

very ill this afternoon, and gasping for hreathi 

she wept much, and said, " It is, indeed, through 

m u ch t r ibul a t i on / ' I rem i n d ed h e r wh at a m er ey 

it was to be permitted to enter the kingdom at 

I all: **0h yes,*' said she, "I know I shall say at 

I last, I have not had one pang too many, but it 

^^a hard to bear*" She afterward^ said: **How 

^kany precious hours have I wasted I Had they 

^^Dcen better employed, I might hnxa been better 

^Kirepared for such a time as this/' 

^^ 18th. Our ilear Jane has been much depressed 

to day, and often in tears : she said she had still 

I faith to believe that all would be well, but yet 

she felt very sad* After referring to some ac- 

, eaants in ** Piety Promoted," she said; "I may 

eeem to dwell much on these things, but I feel 

' that 1 have done with earth, and all its concerns^ 

and I wish to keep my thoughts from dwtllitig 

on them/* She aaid she should feel any other 

than religious reading entirely wrong in her cir- 

eumBtanees; and even conversation on indifferent 

trifling subjects^ she felt it best to avoid. The 

ily books slie wishes either to hear or read, are 
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the Bible and **Pietj Promoted:" the former I 

read to her three times daily ; the latter, after 
tea, when she is well enough to listen to it, 

20th » Dear Jane seems to get weaker daily, 
Mid to-day was only able to sit up two or three 
hours; this was not accomplished without a great 
effort. She is now unable to walk from one room 
to another^ and hvst night dear D, carried her 
in his arms to bed. This extreme debility is 
Tcry, very trying to her; and thig morning ahe 
wept much, while she said to me, **I feel com^ 
pletely given up to weakness/* This afternoon 
I noticed her tearful countenance, when ehe 
said, "I fear I have been impatient." The 
compunction she felt for this waa very striking. 
She afterwards remarked, how very trying it 
waa, thus to feel one-self gradually wasting 
away, and yet what a mercy to be so mueh 
Spared acute pain, 

21st, I think dear Jane is certainly stronger 
on the whole to dayj than she was yesterday, 
and this, even she herself is disposed to allow. 
She rose with less difficulty, and sat for two or 
three hours in an easy-chair. She still remains 
much depressed in mindj I have no doubt, partly 
in consequence of bodily debility. She awoke 






me this morning with weeping bitterly ; atid when 
I asked her the reason of her distress, she replied 
that iihe hud had more pain in the left shoulder 
and side in the night; and she thought if thin 
became severe as her weakness increasedj she 
should not be able to endure it patiently. At 
noon she was much distressed, saying: **I feel 
BO bad.'* I asked her whether there was any- 
thing in particular which distressed her; "when 
she again referred to her impatience, and the 
iDabtlity she often felt to struggle against it. 
But/* added she, **I know not that all niy 
^h^ sini* are forgiven me, and I feel as if it 
were almost wrong for me to be so calm as I am." 
'his evening, just before going to bed, she hurst 
tears, and .said : " I seem to see father simagf^ 
Bt continually; for several days it has been 
(most constantly before me/' I told her, 1 
ought it mus^t be a very pleasant companion. 
AW said she, "but he looked so sad; just as 
le would look if he were here now. I well re- 
ember the mixture of grief and pleasure in hts 
itenance, when be last reached Shotxeiharryj 
found mc only weak;* but could he see me 

* All II ding IM ti0r Imtbor** r«larn fnttn Ktigliind, bflor h*r 
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now^'* — and her feelings quite overcame h«r. 

could not answer her^ for I felt almost as kee 
as she could doj how much it would cost his af- 
fectionate heart, to see her in her present state, 

22d. Last night our dear Jane slept better ■ 
than she has usually done, and during the early \ 
part of the dajj she seemed cheerful, and mare 
comfortable than is often the case* She told me 
that the enemy had been very busy, trying to 
persuade her that she should recoverj and that _ 
it was foolish to think so much about religion* ■ 
This seemed to have distressed her greatly ; and 
she said she very much dreaded deceiving her- 
self. She remarked how striking it waSj that & 
disease in which so much patience was requisite^ 
should have been sent to her, who had naturally 
so little; adding; ^*I must need a great deal of 
purifying, or so long a preparation w^ould not 
have been sent/' 

23d, After her return into the house from an 
airings she spoke of her future prospects, and 
said J that she thought it not improbable that she 
might survive the summerj perhaps part of the 
winter J '^And then/' said shej *' there will be a 
sweet release for me/* She said she did not 
feel the full assurance she longed for, but still 
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she had a good hope. She pointed out her 
wasted fingerB, which have now the indications 
of consumption moat unec|uivocally stamped upon 
them ; saying, how ahocking it would be, did she 
look on this with dread, and intimating that it 
produced a very different feeling- 

25th. I cannot but rejoice in the factj that dear 
Jane has certainly gained ground during the last 
few days, and though still very feeble, and much 
ied ill many ways, she has more strength, and 
decidedly less fever, than she had a week ago. 
To herself, the change seemed to afford less sat- 
isfaction than to UB, for she says, however she 
may, on the whole, appear better, she had a feel- 
ing at the chest which assures her, "it is all in 
vain/' The lungs seem to herself more diseased 
than they have ever before been, and the shak- 
ing over the stones oecasions much uneasiness 
in them — " not exactly pain, but an indescribably 
wretched feeling." It is with painful sensations 
that she contemplates manj of the objects which 
her rides bring before her. ^^It seems/* said 
fihe, "^Uike going back among the things of earth, 
when I thought I might never have seen them 
again; I feel, as it were, set apart, and as if I 
i longer any interest in them, though they 



are again brought before me J* On this account, 
she eojoya the thought of the quiet ridea she can 
ha7e at home, where there will be little besides 
the works of creation around her. 

27th» Evening, Had I written at noon to- 
dajj I should have pronouoced dear Jane de* 
eidedlj better; but a small quantity of blood 
raised from the lungs after dinnerj alarmed both 
of us very much. She looked agitated when she 
observed it, and said: '^I do not dread it, and 
yet it makes me shudder." She certainly gains 
a little strength, and the fever remains very 
moderate : last night she had more refreshing 
sleep than usual, and her appearance strikes me 
as considerably improved. The expression of 
her countenance, though at seasons indicating 
pain, is often beautifully serene, and her eye haa 
at times the bright ^ animated beam, that is natu- 
ral to it- Her spirits, toOy are now very tran- 
quil ; indeed, she says she experiences an entire 
calm, having nothing to contend with hut bodily 
aufferings. She cannot say that she enjoys eon- 
soIationSf except occasionally; hut, that in look* 
ing to the close, there is always a sweetness in 
the prospect, as though at eventide there would 
be light. 
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I Shooiharry^ Sth mo. 31st. We have once more 

reached our home ; and I am thankful to be able 

■^o add J that we were favored to arrive in safety* 

^^pfever., perhap^H, had we bo ardentlj longed for 

^Hts quiet shelter; and in Bpite of the melancholy 

^Bircumstances under which we re-entered it, aU 

pKkees wore a smile, and some hearte, at least, 

were bowed in reverent gratitude to Him, who, 

we could not but believe, had both led hb forth» 

and conducted us back again. 

6th mo. 26th* For two or three weeks after 
our return home, dear Jane remained very sta- 
tionary in point of health, and was again very 
^jeserved respecting the state of her mind. We 
^HN&ged much for the warm weather, under 
^tlie idea that this would recruit her; hut now 
that this is given us, we find it brrngi not the 
I refreBhtnent we had fondly hoped to our dear 
inTalid: and while all nature around her is bright 
j and smiling, ehe droops more than before* She 
is coranvonly taken into the garden every after- 
noon, when the heat is beginning to subside, 
where she remains about two hours, seated in 
her little ealasb, either stationary in some shady 
ttook, or gently drawn round the garden. The 
fresh ftir feels reviving to her, but she is rarely 
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well enough to evince any pleasure in the quiet 
beauties of the scene before her. She often 
seems to me the only drooping flower there ; and 
it needs, indeed, at times, a painful effort, calmly 
to contemplate the wreck which disease has left 
her, with the certainty, almoBt, that it is still 
pursuing its fatal office, and crushing a life so 
dear to us. One abundant cause of thaiikful- 
ness, we are, however, permitted to enjoy, and 
this is, to observe the growing ascendency of re- 
ligious feeling in her mind* Again, she has he-fl 
come more communicative on this subject, and ^ 
is earnestly pressing after patience, and an en- 
tire preparation of heart for the awful change 
to which she very calmly and steadily looks for^ 
ward» 

30 th, This has been altogether a very trying 
week to dear Jane, and she has decidedly lost 
ground since its commencement. The mind, 
happily, is prospering, although the body is 
drooping, and this I desire to record with feel- ■ 
jngs of devout thankfulness. To-day, when 
much tried, she gave way a little to impatience, 
on which she afterwards remarked with much 
compunction, saying: **I am sure if ever any 
one desired to be patient and resigned, I da. 
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da feel at times that I love tke Lord, and that 
it is all in mercy that he tbua chastens me; but 
am so soon overcome," The other day she 
d^ " I do feel Jesus precious to me, and I long 
to love him as I ought/ ' She frequently remarks 
that she does not feel that asauranee of the for- 
^Tenesd of her sins which she desires, but that 
she believes this will yet be vouchsafed; and she 
always refers to the cloae^ as to a bright and 
liappy period* She observed one day lately, 
how Bel fish and presumptuous it was in her, to 
h her sufferings shortened^ and to be admitted 
the heavenly etate^ while she felt eh© was yet 
miprepared, and so unworthy of its happiness at 
all* The other evenings when much exhausted, 
she burst into tears, and exclaimedi '*0h, Sarah! 
I do hfig to get home : I cannot tell thee how 
wearied I often feeL I think you ought rather 
rejoice than to mourn, when my sufferings are 
©r/' She often refers to dear Willium, and 
aaid the other day: ^'If heavenly spirits are per- 
mitted to recognize each other^ how delightful it 
ustbe!" 

7th mo. 5th* On the 2d^ dear Jane seemed 
mcely^ — rather stronger than usunl, ami 
cheerful. Her serene and happy eounte- 
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nance a truck me mtich ; and in the afternoon, 
m we were alone together, she said with 
much feeling, ''I do feel the Lord is very good 
to me. I am so happy when I can keep my 
thoughts fixed on him ; I am quite grieved when 
they have been occupied with things of no im- 
portance to me/' She afterwards added: *'La8i 
night, although a tossing time, I felt so happy; 
although almost too good for me, I felt, I think, 
an assurance that I should not be cast off." 
After a pause, she went on to say, ^* Under these 
circumstances, I would not exchange situations 
with those who think thcmBelves the happiest," 
The 3d and 4th were suffering days to my dear 
sister, from oppression, very harassing cough, 
&c. She was so entirely exhausted yesterday 
affeernoon, that she was obliged to go to bed be- 
fore tea-time : after this she enjoyed pretty tran- 
quil sleep, and roused up in the night much re- 
freshed, and in a sweet and happy state of mind. 
She seemed to be enjoying an ardent feeling of 
love to God, and said: "How sweet it is to love 
the Lord! oh, I do feel he is a good God.** She 
then remarked on her own critical circumstati- 
ces; and said she should rejoice in the increase 
of disease, could she but feel a thorough assurance 
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of pardon and acceptance. While her symptoma 
remained apparently station ary, she toUl me she 
ml felt afraid of l>ecoming careless and indiffer- 
ent; **but now," said she, '* I/teZthereis no time 
to loi ter * ' ' She u sed m a-ny o ther si m i 1 ar e x p res- 
sions; which were spoken with much deliberation 
and evident feeling. To-day, she has had leas 
suffering from cough, &c*j but has felt very 

Eeehle, and three or four hours on the sofa were 
IS much as she could bear. 
6th« Dr. H. has been here to-day, and seemed 
Jiocked at the change a week has made in dear 
Fane; he thinks her disease advances rapidly, 
md that she cannot linger very long. Hia 
opinion pained and saddened both D. and my- 
i»elf ; for although we knew her to be very feeble, 
we had not looked forward to any very nearly 
approaching change. We concluded on saying 
nothing to Jane in reference to it; but some 
time after he had left, she remarked to me; **I 
feel very weak, but peaceful, although I feel 
myself rapidly sinking I feel that it is an aw- 
ful thing to die, and I desire to be made fully 
sensible of it, that I may not be as one aston- 
ii^hed when the moment comes* If the Lord is but 
ae, I hope none will mate m© afraid/' She 



then referred to her feelings daring the nighty 
and said, ''I felt when I was awake, as if 1 

could not love and adore the Lord enough ; hut 
then again ray thoughts wandered, and I feared 
I Might offend him. How delightful it is to feel, 
to want no other enjoyment than himself! With- 
out this, heaven would be no heaven," The 
calmness and deliberation with which she made 
these remax^ka, were very affecting to me* After 
she w^as put to bed, she remarked : " How pleas- 
antly I am situated here ! I feel that a happy 
lot has been assigned me to end my days in* 
When I last returned home, I thought that I 
should not leave it again*" Although my dear 
sister has been very feeble to-day, it has been a 
less suffering time than many others, and the 
beautifully serene and composed expression of 
her pale face, corresponded fully with her own 
declarations, of the peaceful state of her mind* 
She spoke of the trouble she occasioned me, and 
when I assured her that I felt thankful to be 
able to nurse her, and that my own apprehen- 
sions were of the fearful blank I must feet when 
she waa gone, she replied with animation, *^ Oh, 
Sarah, where is the Arm that has sustained thee 
hitherto? If, as I humbly hope, I am taken 
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in mercy, it will be cause rather of rejoiding 

tban of mooriiing to know that I am safe, for 

here, I know I have often been a sonrce of 

anxiety*'' 

■ Ttli mo, 17 tb* This scene of suffering has at 

length closed on om- dear Jane forever, and her 

purified spiritj we feel an humble confiJencCj has 

entered that better homcj which she so much 

longed to reach. It was a few minutes before 

six o'clock, A. M., on the 15th instant^ that she 

J peacefully breathed her last, apparently without 

|Be slightest, either mental or bodily, suffering. 

^■nt I shall try to retrace, as ^ell as I may be 

Hble, the last ten days of her life ; as, during 

that period, I was so incessantly engaged about 

rr, that I did not keep up my record. 
On the 7th, she remained as on the preceditig 
\ tflgr-; &nd as she had been wandering and ?erj 
restless through the night, we thought it best, 
^from this time J to sit up with her, I think it 
fkmst have been the first night of my watching 
beside her, that she roused from her rambling, 
nd told me, that as the final hour approached, 
could not help shrinking^ that she supposed 
in our nature to do so, but that she hoped 
f waft not deceiving herself. She said she had 
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weak creature, but lie passive in His i 
trust : I have do merits of mj owEifl 
cast myself on Him ; and I hope He ~ 



cried to the Lord for support; adding, *'I d 
not ask for triumph, but for calm — painlessnei 
— a quiet dismissal/' I tliink it was on the 7thV 
that Bhe said to me: ''I like to tell you what I 
think and feel, but otherwise I prefer to haYi 
perfect quiet There seems nothing else I can 
do, a poor weak creature, but lie passive in His 
hands and 
but I have 

may not cast me off/* She afterwards said, "Ifc 
is a great mercy that I feel so calm and peace- . 
fill J as I almost always do/* ■ 

From this time, dear Jane sunk rapidly; each H 
night she was in a state of partial delirium ; aod 
during the last four days of her life, her thoughtSi 
even by day, were often coufusedj so that much 
conversation was impracticable* On the 10th, 
she rode out for the last time, hut returned much 
exhausted, and was carried up stairs nearly faint 
ing. When she had recovered a little, some in- 
timate friends came to take leave of her; a1 
first, she thought herself unable to see them, noi 
did I feel disposed to urge it. She, however, 
shook hands with all, with perfect composure^ 
and with a calmness of manner and countenano 
that was quite striking. In the night, she re 
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Karkedj that she had often heard of funeral pro* 
IBessions ; and this did seem to her like a funeral 
J^eweU. On tho 12thj my dear sister appeared 
tmm in a lethargic state*, only starting up 
pc<;ugionallyj and looking wildly round j but she 
iraa nearly free from pain* On the 13th, she 
limej less oppressed and deathlike ; but, other- 
much the same. Towards evenings ex- 
ireme restlessness came on, accompanied by 
ieliriam : this continued through the night, to a 
wgree that was really fearful, until the strength 
iJO til of herself, and those around her, was nearly 
_exhnasted. Never did I see restlessness to com- 
■fe with this. The dear sufferer would be 
popped up in the bed — then lie down again — 
tten be placed on another part — then be got 
^p altogether, and sit in her easy chair — 
^^m return to the bed again — till she was 
^f^mpletcdy spent; and all this, when in so 
^eak a state, that she needed to be lifted almost 
fiatirely. In the forenoon of the 14th, ahe be- 
eame more quiet, although I think she scarcely 
Blept ; and after dinner she was dressed, and 
brought into the drawing-room for the last time. 
Here she sat for perhaps three hours, occa- 
jnaily rambling^ — but with little suffering of 
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any kind ; she then returned to her bed. De- 
lirium soon came on, and a train of bright images 
seemed to pass through her brain, in most rapid 
succession. The breathing was a little op- 
pressed, so that we propped her in a sitting pos- 
ture as long as her strength would bear it ; but 
she was not very restless, and seemed to be 
free from pain. Perceiving- no alteration, about 
4 A. M. I went to lie down. She was then quiet, 
and seemed inclined to doze : before leaving her, 
I told her I was going, and asked if she would 
not kiss me: she immediately roused herself, 
and answered, "Yes," seeming to be quite sensi- 
ble. This was the last time I heard the accents 
of that sweet voice, whose warblings had so often 
been music in my ear. 

After I had left her, she remained in much 
the same state for nearly an hour : rambling a 
little occasionally, and then seeming all at once 
to awake to consciousness, and to become for a 
short time entirely collected. She asked the 
servant who was with her, to raise her in the 
bed, and after a short interval of silence, she 
prayed thus: "0 my father which art in hea- 
ven, if it please Thee to look down upon 
me, a poor — " here her voice failed for a mo- 
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ment, and then she said, ''If thou seest meet, 
thou canst release me, — Christ can do all. 
Oh, the happiness ! Oh, the happiness ! Anne, 
didst thou ever see such happiness as this? 
— the happiness?'' She then lay down, and 
I believe never spoke afterwards. Anne im- 
mediately came to me, and begged me to rise, 
as she was sinking fast : I hastened to her ; and 
D. very soon joined us. She was then appa- 
rently in a deep slumber, and her breathing 
continued laborious and at intervals, for, per- 
haps, a quarter of an hour, when it finally 
ceased. Her head was resting on her hand, as 
she usually slept ; her eyes never opened after 
we entered the chamber, and the whole counte- 
nance was calm and unruffled, scarcely changed 
from what it had been for days. So peaceful 
was her departure, that we did not recognize the 
^ precise moment at which the spirit fled ; and the 
words of her own prayer passed again and again 
tbrough my mind, as most completely and liter- 
ally answered ; it was indeed, " calm — painless- 
ness — a quiet dismissal.*' 

We felt ourselves truly orphans and alone ; 
bat the God of the orphan was with us, and 
jraised in our hearts, sad though they were, the 
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tribute of thanksgiving and praise, for this crown- 
ing display of his mercy. Our tears could not 
be repressed ; but we felt that the sting of death 
was indeed removed; and that she whom we 
mourned, was at rest forever, in the Redeemer's 
bosom. 

S. W. 



